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E.R.P. Appropriations 


The 25% cut in appropriations for the European 
Recovery Program by the House of Representatives 
not only threatens the success of the program; it 
also shows a dangerous inconsistency in carrying 
out United States foreign policy. 


Funds Needed for Recovery 


In the coming week, every effort will be bent 
in the Senate toward a restoration of the full $5.3 
billion authorized by Congress for the first year. 
Throughout the development of E.R.P., it has been 
emphasized that adequate funds are needed if a 
real reconstruction job is to be done. A serious cut, 
such as this, would reduce the program to one 
of relief, not recovery. The exact sum needed is, 
of course, impossible to determine now, since it de- 
pends on too many unpredictable factors. But to 
underestimate would be a far more serious fault 
than to overestimate. It was on this basis that Con- 
gress authorized the full amount in April. 


Reversing Decision 


In drastically cutting the funds, the House has 
in effect reversed a previous Congressional decision. 
Senator Vandenberg, testifying before the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, said: “The practical 
effect of the House bill is to repeal, by indirection, 
the intent and purpose of this legislation and to re- 
verse this established American foreign policy both 
at home and abroad. . . . I come only to plead that 
you do not make indirect use of the appropriating 
functions to veto these declared policies of Congress, 
and thus to brand these policies, before the world 
as capricious, unreliable and impotent. We cannot 
build leadership for peace upon any such shifting 
sands.” 

Effect Abroad 


Even should the full amount be restored by both 
Houses, real damage has already been done. A major 
problem for the United States today is to prove 
to other nations that we are determined, and capable, 
of following a consistent path of world leadership. 
Action such as this shakes the confidence of other 
nations in United States policies. 

Even more depressing is the realization that it is 
possible for one Congressional committee so greatly 
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to impair the program which has been accepted 
by the Congress, and that this can occur within the 
majority party. Party responsibility in the House 
of Representatives is generally lacking and will 
continue to plague us until fundamental organiza- 
tional reforms are undertaken and accomplished. 


House Bill on the U.N. 


Paralleling the Vandenberg resolution in the Sen- 
ate, a bill to “strengthen the United Nations” has 
been reported by the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee. 

The House bill includes, in slightly different 
language, the same provisions as the Senate’s, 
regarding the use of regional and collective arrange- 
ments for self-defense; elimination of the veto 
in all but enforcement cases; and continued efforts 
toward providing forces to the United Nations 
and regulating armaments. (See TrENps, May 31.) 
It goes beyond the Senate bill, however, in saying 
that the United States should begin consultations 
with other U.N. members on the possibility of 
amending the Charter. 

In addition to these policy statements, the House 
bill contains a long-delayed authorization for the 
$65,000,000 loan to the United Nations for building 
its permanent home. 


Party Platforms Shaping Up 


Key policy-formers of the Republican and Demo- 
cratic parties are now laying the groundwork for the 
political platforms to be adopted by the national 
conventions in Philadelphia on June 21 and July 12. 
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Republican leader 
in the field of foreign policy, has been named to head 
the group working on the Republican platform. 
The Democrats have not yet appointed their Resolu- 
tions Committee chairman. 

Whether or not the party platforms are concise, 
straightforward statements of principles and policies 
on which the parties intend to base their political 
performance in the coming four years depends 
to some extent on what citizens want. Public demand 
for a platform which would be useful to the voter. 
in helping to make his decisions would be heeded 
by the party leaders. Now is the time to make such 
interest known. 


* CURRENT LEGISLATION * 


Reciprocal Trade Agreements (H. R. 6556+ and 
H. J. Res. 335*). On June 8 the Senate Finance 
Committee reported out the Gearhart bill (H. R. 
6556+) with amendment. It extends the Act for 
1 year and requires the President to explain to Con- 
gress his reasons for exceeding any limits recom- 
mended by the Tariff Commission. 


ERP Appropriation. Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee (Bridges, R.. N.H., Chm.) is holding hear- 
ings on the legislation (H. R. 6801) appropriating 
the funds for the European Recovery Program au- 
thorized by Congress two months ago. Senate seems 
likely to restore most of nearly two billion cut by 
House. Bill then goes to conference for ironing out 
of differences. 


World Health Organization (H. J. Res. 409*). 
This bill passed the House on May 28. Senate and 
House agreed to conference report on June 8 and it 
has gone to the President. 


Displaced Persons (S. 2242 and H. R. 6396*). On 
June 2 the Senate passed S. 2242 after rejecting all 
liberalizing amendments except one to raise the num- 
ber from 100,000 to 200,000. As passed it contains 
all discriminatory features described in March 22 
Trenps. House on June 10 began debate on Fellows 


bill (H. R. 6396*) which as reported from Com- 
mittee at least is far superior to Senate bill. 


Taft-Ellender-Wagner Housing Bill (S. 866*). 
The Wolcott bill (H. R. 6841) was reported favor- 
ably by the House Banking and Currency Commit- 
tee, June 10, as a substitute for the TEW bill, but 
not until the supporters of the latter had succeeded in 
amending it to include public housing. The bill now 
goes to the House Rules Committee. 


Federal Aid to Education (S. 472* and H. R. 
2953*). Still before the House Education and Labor 
Committee (Hartley, R., N.J., Chm.) Speaker Martin 
holds the key. 


Repeal of Margarine Taxes and Fees (H. R. 
2245*). Reported favorably June 1 by Senate Finance 
Committee with amendment requiring restaurants 
serving colored margarine to identify it. On Senate 


Calendar. 


Equal Rights Amendment (S. J. Res. 76+ and 
H. J. Res. 397+). Reported favorably by the Senate 
Judiciary Committee on April 29 and by the House 
Judiciary Committee on June 4, this legislation is 
now on the Calendar of both Houses. 


* Indicates League support. 
+ Indicates League opposition. 
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